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you *. . by no fault of your own9 you are compelled to see your
hopes dashed to the ground."
On that same day, the 28th August, Mr, Birrdl reported to
Redmond that Lord Roberts had " conveyed to Kitchener an
unconditional offer from Carson to put all his Ulster Volunteers
at his disposal for drilling purposes *. , with some sort of assur-
ance that 85,000 of them arc willing, if accepted, to enlist and
go abroad."
And now to " face the music/' On 3rd September in Belfast
Carson presided over a meeting of the Ulster Unionist Council
which ** cordially approved the arrangements made by our
leaders with the War Office for active service abroad of one or
more Ulster divisions and urged all Loyalists who owe allegiance
to our cause and who are qualified to enlist at once for service in
such divisions."
The speech which he made upon that resolution was in some
respects his greatest. He had been told beforehand by gloomy
prophets that he would not get a cheer, or a recruit, or even
" God save the King," because of the way the Government had
treated them* " We do not seek," said Carson, " to purchase
terms by selling our patriotism," "England's difficulty," he
went on, " is not Ulster's opportunity; England's difficulty is
our difficulty. England's sorrows have always been and always
will be our sorrows*'*
They had kept the truce; they had struggled for no mean
party advantage: ** However we are treated and however others
act, let us act rightly. If we are betrayed while we are acting
loyally to our country, the infamy will not be ours." As for
Home Rule: " We stand where we have always been* It will
never be law in our community,"
Then he spoke of his anxiety " difficult to measure " since the
war had broken out, of the difficulty in switching off men's minds
from what had occupied them for the past three years, and of his
faith,u from the first moment, that Ulster would give all possible
assistance to the United Kingdom in the waging of the war."
He spoke of the Volunteers, whom he had watched from their
infancy, who had given him " the confidence and assurance of
victory," who had trusted him as he had trusted them, and to
whom he said* " Go and help to save your country and to